


95 % of annual crops are made 
with tillage

• deep with Moldboard plow

• surface tillage (named “CA” )
1/3 to 2/3 depending on region

Conventional



History of CA in France
1. 1960’s to 1980’s :   No-Till + Gramoxone 

2. 1979 to 2007 :   from No-Till + Roundup  to  Min-Till + Roundup
       

3. Min-Till with specific machinery Horsch, Dutzi…   THE MISTAKE

4. 2007 : APAD decides to go only to strict ZERO-TILL CA with Cover Crops      
= definition by CA-COP of FAO, 1WCCA Madrid 2001

       ECAF in Dresden GA (Rolf Derpsch)  



APAD farmers practice and promote 
true CA,                       
Zero Tillage, Rotations, Full Cover 
(ref CA-COP)
 
  = Agriculture de Conservation
     DES SOLS 

                    = ACS  

Conservation
Agriculture



Farmers like CA when they see 
• High Yielding Crops 
• Labour productivity
• Profit for their family

Farmers need
• To see CA working well on farm 
• Know-How transmitted by their colleagues
• Answers to technical questions
 
• Access to Land and Water (dry areas)
• Access to Machinery, Seeds, Fertilizers, Pesticides… 
• Freedom to innovate and adapt (low bureaucracy) 

FARMERS ASSOCIATIONS

POLICIES



Europe :  CAP Green Deal Farm To Fork does not support CA, 
bans pesticides & fertilizers, wants only Organic  

Farmers get subsidies for this
(conventional or organic)

No support for CA, ban of glyphosate 



                           Rolf Derpsch KEY MESSAGES
 ( ECAF GA Dresden + NOW )   

• GET CHAMPIONS FARMERS in each 
country

• BE STRICT ON CA PRINCIPLES 
no-tillage is zero tillage, cover and 
rotations mandatory

• BRING THE RESULTS TO POLICY MAKERS
• THE FARMERS ARE SPOKESMEN
• EXPERTS SUPPORT

• OPERATE A GLOBAL CONSISTENT 
NETWORK



Manifesto for Climate 2015 COP21 by the 
Global Conservation Agriculture Network – CA-COP – ECAF  















The key issue in modern society

As a Farmer
the most difficult part
of my job

comes from people who 
pretend to teach me 
how to improve my 
operations



Public policies : enable freedom to 
operate and responsibility of actors

President of Ghana
Nana Akufo-Addo 2017 :

«Africa is rich enough
in natural and human
ressources to be actor 
of its own development.
People must act as 
entrepreneurs, 
stop being dependant
on States and donors»






